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“God has no need of your money, but the poor 
have. You give it to the poor, and God receives it.”  

-Saint Augustine

September 2021

Dear Friend of Catholic Charities,

September is the month when children are back in school, the weather slowly 
begins to cool, and vacations come to an end. Unfortunately, this September, 
we find ourselves in a place which many of us had hoped to have left behind. 
We find ourselves still struggling with the effects of the COVID pandemic which 
stubbornly remains in our midst in new variants. Despite the progress we have 
made in dealing with the pandemic, there remains, woven into the fabric of our 
days, the suffering of those infected. Those less fortunate are struggling even 
more.

Luisa, a single mother with two children, was doing well with a recent promotion 
at a job she enjoyed. When school started, unfortunately, one of her children 
was exposed to COVID-19 and tested positive. Luisa had to take time off from 
work. As soon as the child got better, the second child contracted COVID-19. 
Luisa was, again, forced to take time off from work. Unfortunately, she was out 
of work for a month and as a result, she lost her position and, in turn, the means 
to support her family. Luisa’s story is just one of many. We are seeing more 
need in the community due to the ramifications of job loss due to illness.

Just like the book, The Little Engine that Could – Catholic Charities has been 
pulling people through the low valleys and over the high mountain, showing 
them that they can get through this difficult time. Our direct financial assistance 
caseworkers are essential in connecting those in dire need with the lifeline they 
need at the moment. Thank you for your continued generous support of 
Catholic Charities which allows us to provide help, create hope and serve all 
during these exceptionally difficult times.

Blessings,

Philomena Pereira, CEO

Follow us on social media.

To help reduce printing costs and to receive information digitally, please share your 
email address with us at info@catholiccharitiesdov.org



You Can Count on Us!
COVID Assistance Impact Report

https://catholiccharitiesdov.org/covid19update

Drive through distribution 
at food pantries and 
food delivery

3,607,686 Pounds of food 
329,926 Individuals served 
127,158 Households served 
29,154 Hot meals served 
2,583 Pantry on wheels

Tele-Mental Health

Supporting children and adults 
with counseling via phone 
and video conference

1,157 COVID-19 in-person therapy (since 2/1/21) 

1,226 COVID-19 telephone therapy 
2,967 COVID-19 video therapy 

6,358 Individuals 
2,075 Households

Help paying rent, utilities 
and other essential needs 
for families who lost jobs 
due to the pandemic

Financial Assistance

The community relies on Catholic Charities as a trusted 
partner to help the poor and vulnerable during the 

pandemic and always.

Here is a snapshot of how we served our communities 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

March 24, 2020 -  August 31, 2021

Food Assistance 

999 Individuals inoculated 
(since 5/1/21)

Vaccine Assistance

Hosted local health 
departments who provided 
free COVID-19 vaccines
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