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Dear Friends of Catholic Charities, 

Why are we so joyful at Easter time? It is a time of hope, new life and new beginnings, especially as we 
see the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine. This Easter allowed for more to attend church in-person, to be 
with family not seen in a long while and to enjoy the laughter of family and friends. The Easter season 
provides a sense of homecoming and reassurance.

The season of Easter gives us all the opportunity each year to renew our commitment to God, whatever 
our spiritual journey has been. This season always occurs in the early spring which seems slow in 
coming, especially for those up north! We yearn for the warmth and flowers of May. But we must wait a 
bit longer. Easter encourages and inspires us to be patient.

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta once suggested that we be the sunshine of God’s love for others: 
“We wait impatiently for the paradise where God is, but we have it in our power to be in paradise with Him 
right now: being happy with Him means to love as He loves, to help as He helps, to give as He gives, to serve 
as He serves.”

We have all lived with a cross this past year – loss of a loved one, illnesses including COVID, loneliness, 
isolation, food insecurity, loss of a job, threat of eviction from our home, etc. Through all of last year, you 
have loved, helped, given, and served. Thank you for bringing light and life to those who need. Let us all 
remember to find joy every day, not because life is always good, but because God is.

Blessings,

Philomena Pereira, CEO

1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285  I  941-488-5581 or 941-484-9543 I  fax 941-441-1150  I  www.catholiccharitiesdov.org

Follow us on social media.

To help reduce printing costs and to receive information digitally, 
please share your email address with us at info@catholiccharitiesdov.org

“Joy is prayer. Joy is strength. Joy is love. 
Joy is a net of love by which you can catch souls.” 

– Mother Teresa



You Can Count on Us!
COVID Assistance Impact Report

The community relies on Catholic Charities as a trusted partner 
to help the poor and vulnerable during the pandemic and always.

Here is a snapshot of how we served our communities 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

March 24, 2020 -  March 31, 2021

Food Assistance                    Calls for Help

Tele-Mental Health            Financial Assistance

https://catholiccharitiesdov.org/covid19update

13,360
Total hotline calls 

Rent, food, utilities calls: 8,817

Drive through distribution 
at food pantries and 
food delivery

4,468 Individuals 
1,410 Households

Help paying rent, utilities 
and other essential needs 
for families who lost jobs 
due to the pandemic

56% Rent 
23% Utilities 
21% Food

912 COVID-19 telephone therapy 
2,135 COVID-19 video therapy 

2,752,797 Pounds of food 
247,840 Individuals served
86,838 Households served
19,692 Hot meals served
2,221 Pantry on wheels

Supporting children and adults 
with counseling via phone 
and video conference

394 COVID-19 in-person therapy (since 2/1/21) 
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