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“Mercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and instills
in us the courage to look to the future with hope.” - Pope Francis

BE A PART OF OUR MISSION OF MERCY

C

Winter 2020

CATHOLIC CHARITIES

The 19TH ANNUAL CATHOLIC CHARITIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL is
underway and needs your support! The Christmas Appeal raises money
to support the programs and services of Catholic Charities Diocese of Venice
which provides help to our neighbors in need.

Together we can continue our mission of mercy and provide help, create hope, and serve all in Southwest Florida.
Your gift will help Catholic Charities to provide necessary programs and services all year long.
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS SPIRIT OF GIVING!
Your contribution will benefit individuals and families in your community!
To donate, please mail in the response slip and envelope in this newsletter or visit www.catholiccharitiesdov.org.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES RECEIVES GRANT FOR NEW
RAPID RE-HOUSING PROGRAM

Catholic Charities is honored to have been
awarded $890,000 from the Lee County
Veterans and Human Services Department
to initiate its Rapid Re-Housing Program.
Rapid Re-Housing is an intervention
initiative that quickly places families and
persons who are homeless into housing.
This effort is central to Catholic Charities’
mission of providing both help and
hope to all in need. Also, by providing

permanent, affordable housing as quickly
as possible to individuals and persons in
need, we ensure homelessness remains as
brief and rare as possible.

(Appeal continued on page 2)
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Families and persons who participate in
this program will be referred through Lee
County’s Coordinated Entry system which
effectively prioritizes cases based on
(Rapid Re-Housing continued on page 3)

Most Reverend Frank J. Dewane, Bishop
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For more than 36 years, Catholic Charities Diocese of Venice has provided food, clothing,
shelter, and a network of support services to people of all ages, all races and nationalities, and
all religious backgrounds. We serve as a voice for the poor and vulnerable, and we reach out
in mercy, upholding the dignity of each person. We strive to advance the common good and to
create an engaged and empowered community.
As a result of COVID-19, we saw the devastation affecting many families in Southwest Florida.
Many lost their jobs or were furloughed due to business lock-downs or closings in the
leisure, hospitality, retail, farming, and manufacturing industries. Unemployment skyrocketed.
Families could not pay their rent/mortgage or put food on the table. The pandemic created
unprecedented levels of stress and anxiety for all.
In just the first three quarters of 2020, Catholic Charities distributed 144% more food
compared to the entire previous year. Those who lost their jobs became vulnerable and those
who were poor and vulnerable before, are now even more impoverished.
In the midst of the pandemic, Catholic Charities Diocese of Venice has continued to operate
our programs to inspire meaningful change one individual at a time.
· We feed the hungry through our soup kitchen, food pantries and mobile pantry.
· We assist victims of labor or sex trafficking by providing housing, education and training,
counseling, legal services, and job placement.
· We counsel children and adults coping with stress and anxiety.
· We encourage and train those who need work through our Empowerment Program.
We are all working together to support each other during these challenging times. For example,
Robert, who was a manager at one of the area hotels, lost his job in May. While he applied
for unemployment Robert struggled to pay his rent and was helped by Catholic Charities.
He began to volunteer at one of our food pantries, arriving each week ready to help others
despite the intense heat and difficult labor. At the end of his volunteer shift, he would pick up
his bag of food and head home to his family. He is now employed and is extremely grateful
for the help Catholic Charities provided his family during this crisis. Robert continues to give
back because Catholic Charities helped him.
We are all battling with the effects of isolation. Taylor, a 4th grader, started struggling with
depression in March after her school went on-line. When she quarantined at home, she felt
disheartened, lonely and had meltdowns. She loved seeing her friends and teacher every
day and was so disappointed when she could not actively learn and play. Taylor started
participating in Tele-Mental Health Counseling with Catholic Charities. During her sessions,
Taylor played games and completed art projects that helped her understand her feelings. She
learned ways to manage and overcome her sadness. Taylor is now back at school with her
friends and teacher. Taylor is flourishing and her family is so grateful to Catholic Charities for
the care and support she received.
Often our clients are scared and do not know where to find help. The urgency of their situation
requires immediate attention. Your generosity will inspire change and help those struggling,
like Robert, Taylor and so many others, so they can thrive again.
You can give to the 19th Annual Catholic Charities Christmas Appeal by mailing the
response slip on the opposite page with the envelope in this newsletter or visiting
www.catholiccharitiesdov.org. You can send a donation in memory of a loved one
or in honor of a family member or friend. We will send a Christmas card telling
the special person of your compassionate gift to Catholic Charities.
THANK YOU!
MAY GOD BLESS YOU THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON
AND THROUGHOUT THE NEW YEAR.

(Rapid Re-Housing continued from page 1)

immediate needs. Catholic Charities
staff will work with these families
and individuals to develop plans that
address the specific circumstances
and issues presenting barriers to
housing. In some cases, persons have
lost income due to the COVID-19
pandemic. In other cases, persons
have been evicted due to rental
arrears stemming from illness.

www.catholiccharitiesdov.org
Whatever the challenge, Catholic
Charities is prepared to meet these
individuals where they are and find
housing.
The realities of homelessness
impacts us all. Studies show that
effective rapid housing interventions
greatly reduces the impact of
homelessness on local shelters,

PORTRAITS OF PHILANTHROPY

Generosity comes in many ways to Catholic Charities DOV.
Janine Marrone has been involved with Catholic
Charities Diocese of Venice for more than 10 years. She
is a consultant, friend, volunteer, donor, parishioner and
more. Indeed, she plays many roles in our community, all
of which are central to her philosophy that in offering her
time, talent and treasure, she is serving the will of God.
A retired executive who helped build MBNA until it was
sold to the Bank of America, Janine moved to the Venice
area and felt a calling to give back. Her professional
career focused on strategic marketing, and it is with this
skill that she first became involved in the Diocese by
creating a business plan for the Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Retreat Center. She learned a lot about the
depth and breadth of Catholic Charities’ programs. Her
relationship-building skills were leveraged when she
put together a housing coalition in Collier County tasked
with trying to fill-in service gaps.
Janine remembers first giving to programs that touched
her heart, but then realized that she needed to trust God
and the organization’s leadership to determine the areas
of greatest need. She often gives unrestricted gifts as a
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hospitals, courts, and even the jail
systems. Therefore, Catholic Charities
is grateful and heartened to have
been selected and entrusted to carry
out this important work.
To learn more about
the Rapid Re-Housing Program
please contact Kristy Santana
at kristy.santana@catholiccharitiesdov.org.

way of surrendering
what she has and
answering God’s call.
When she found out
that the Venetian
Ball had to be
rescheduled as the
virtual Un-Ball
on November 12,
2020, she was
determined to create
a pathway for others
to donate to that
region and the antihuman trafficking
program. Therefore, she set up a matching gift program
and offered to match any gift coming in for the virtual
event up to $50,000. This gift was completely matched
at the event!
During these challenging pandemic times, Janine is a
reminder to all of us that we must be nimble, openminded and pivot in order to determine the best ways to
utilize our time, talent and treasure.
To learn more about volunteer opportunities,
please contact Joan Pierse at
joan.pierse@catholiccharitiesdov.org

Yes I will help Catholic Charities! Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift to the Christmas Appeal.
Checks payable to Catholic Charities Diocese of Venice, Inc.

o $50 o $100 o $200 o $500 $_________Other
Please charge my

o Visa o MC o AmEx o Discover

Credit Card# ____________________________________________

I will be making a gift¨Monthly oQuarterly

oPlease mail me a reminder notice.

To set up recurring electronic gift giving,
please visit www.catholiccharitiesdov.org.

Amount $ __________________________Exp. Date_____________________ Sec. Code____________________________
Signature_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone# _______________________________ E-mail_________________________________@_______________________

ANNUAL REPORT
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YEAR OF CHANGE

FISCAL YEAR 2020 ANNUAL REPORT

REVENUES

REVENUES
Contributions
23.8%
Contributions
ContributionsDiocese- $2,186,964
of Venice
17.6%
Diocese
of
Venice
- $1,620,698
Diocese of Venice
United Way
& Other Grants
15.7% Way
United
Way
& Other
GrantsOrganizations
- $1,442,210
United
&Catholic
Other
Grants
& Other
13,8% Catholic
& Organizations
Other
Organizations - $1,269,312
Catholic
& Other
Special
Events
11.8% Events
SpecialGovernment
Events - $1,080,570
Special
Grants
11.3%
Government
- $1,034,100
Government
GrantsGrants
Program
Services
Fee
4.9%
Program
Services
Fee
$449,935
Program Services
Fee
All Other
1.1%
All
Other
$98,971
All Other
Total Revenues - $9,182,760

Prevention & Social Services
EXPENSES
43.2% Social Services
- $3,995,025
Counseling
& Education
Contributions

EXPENSES

29.5% Behavioral
Health & Education - $2,726,720
Diocese
of Venice
Family Reunification Services
20.6% Way
Family
Services - $1,904,217
United
&Reunification
Other Grants
General
& Management
4.2%
General
&
Management
- $384,496
Catholic & Other Organizations
2.7% Events
Fundraising
- $245,755
Fundraising
& Newsletter
Special
Total Expenses
Government
Grants - $9,256,213
Program Services Fee
All Other The Diocese of Venice and its parishes provide

208,469

additional support through in-kind donations,
including volunteer hours, physical space, food
drives, fundraising events, and promotion of
programs and services. The boards of the Catholic
Charities Foundation and Catholic Charities
Housing Entities, Diocese of Venice, Inc. are
related entities and have separate financial
reports from the one presented above.

SERVICES WERE PROVIDED
TO INDIVIDUALS IN
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
IN FISCAL YEAR 2020.

My gift to Catholic Charities Christmas Appeal is:

As we look towards the future, Catholic
Charities continues to strengthen efforts,
build partnerships, expand current services,
and develop new programs to better serve
our neighbors. Moving into 2021, we have
identified programs and services vital to our
community and are expanding our reach in
those areas.
Behavioral Health and Tele-Mental
Health has expanded into 13 Collier County
Schools, providing behavioral health services
to children. Additionally, we are looking to
establish the same partnership with Lee County
Schools and Catholic Schools. Behavioral
Health has become a ten-county program
providing care in our entire service area.
Anti-Human Trafficking has also become
a ten-county program, currently assisting
victims of sex or labor trafficking. This year we
were awarded a new $500,000 grant, allowing
us to expand housing options to trafficking
victims to help them recover and rebuild their
lives in a safe location.
Rapid Re-Housing and Homeless
Prevention is our new arena. Catholic
Charities was recently awarded $890,000
by Lee County Human and Veteran Services to
provide homeless intervention services
for families or persons at risk in all of Lee
County. We look forward to this new chapter
and are replicating this effort across all ten of
our counties.
Catholic Charities has embraced change since
the beginning of COVID-19 and we are excited
about the future. We look forward to growing
our services and programs to fight poverty,
strengthen families and build communities.

(Please Print)

¨ in honor of________________________________________________________
¨ in memory of _____________________________________________________
Please send an acknowledgement card in my/our name to:
Name__________________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________
City________________________________ State________________ Zip__________________
The gift amount will not be included.

ANNUAL REPORT
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FISCAL YEAR 2020 BY THE NUMBERS

HOUSING SITES
CASA SAN JUAN BOSCO
PHASE I & II
396 People Housed

157,229

Pantry and Food Services
Provided to Indviduals

$714,532

Dollars of Direct
Assistance Provided

4,478

3,208

Behavioral Health
Services Provided

Services for Victims
of Human Trafficking

707

Families, Children,
and Individuals Housed

ST. JOHN PAUL II
PHASE I & II
74 People Housed
OUR MOTHER’S HOUSE
72 People Housed
FAMILY HAVEN
67 People Housed
MARIAN MANOR
55 People Housed
ST. DOMINIC
20 People Housed

57,573

COVID Related Pantry
and Food Services
Provided to Individuals

3,981

Education Services for
Children and Adults

1,514

Families Accessed
Supplemental Nutrition
Benefits

7,448

Services to Seniors

21

ST. MONICA
15 People Housed

61

CASA SAN JOSE
8 People Housed

Families Resettled
Individuals Resettled

The people behind the numbers.
“Our family was on the verge of
homelessness until Catholic Charities
stepped in and saved us. Their housing
support has given my family a second
chance in life and a home to call our own."

"Catholic Charities Counseling was Godsent!
They helped my family open up, see things
differently and gave us hope. We are so
thankful for the support provided. We would
not have made it without you."

– Charline, Transitional Housing
"Our daughter was nervous about going to
school, tears and all. Our experience at St.
Martha’s Early Learning Center changed our
life tremendously. Now she loves school,
was well prepared for kindergarten and has
above average test scores."

– Suzanne, Family Counseling
"The Catholic Charities Empowerment
program helped me with my bills and taught
me fiscal responsibility. I am now saving
money and can pay my own bills. It was a
true blessing for my daughter and me."

– Kenneyetta, St. Martha’s Early Learning Center

- Natalie, Empowerment Program

"The Anti-Human Trafficking Program saved my
life. For the first time I feel like people believe
in me. I was given a safe place to live and
through counseling, learned how to love and
value myself again. Thanks Catholic Charities
for changing my life forever."

- Madeline, Anti-Human Trafficking Program
"The after-school and summer camp programs
have helped my daughter succeed in school,
be more confident in class and have new
experiences. I am truly grateful for this program,
which has made both our lives better.”

- Yadira, Positive Youth Development Program

To view the complete FISCAL YEAR 2020 ANNUAL REPORT for Catholic Charities Diocese of Venice, Inc., please visit www.catholiccharitiesdov.org.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES UPCOMING EVENTS
Our Mother’s House
2❤21 Catholic Charities Ball

A Celebration of the Heart

Virtual Wine Tasting
Thursday, February 25, 2021
at 7pm, EST

Catholic Charities Ball 2021
Saturday, February 13, 2021 at 6pm
Join us for a 4-Course Wine Dinner and auction at
beautiful Selby Gardens in Sarasota in support of the
Catholic Charities programs and services in Sarasota,
Manatee and DeSoto Counties. Tickets will be limited
for this event, call now to reserve your place.

Our Mother’s House Wine Tasting is going virtual!
This online event will include entertainment, an
auction, introduction of our mothers and children,
and of course, wine! Various sponsorship options will
include wine sent to event guests before the event.

For more information,
please call Hilles Hughes at 941-909-7817

For more information, Contact Our Mother’s House at
omh@catholiccharitiesdov.org or 941-485-6264

www.catholiccharitiesdov.org
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Wish
List

We are always in need of basic items for our Catholic Charities programs and
services. Your support helps us to provide our clients quality assistance.
We appreciate any help you can give!

ARCADIA
DeSoto County Food Pantry of Catholic Charities,
call Clara at 863-884-2134
•Grocery bags: plastic and brown paper bags
•Quart size zip-lock bags
BONITA SPRINGS
Food Pantry of Catholic Charities,
call Mike at 239-270-3291
•Nonperishable food items
CLEWISTON
Food Pantry of Catholic Charities,
call Mike at 239-270-3291
•Nonperishable food items
FORT MYERS
Infant and Toddler Supply Program of Catholic Charities,
call Marie at 844-385-2423
•Baby diapers in all sizes
Food Pantry of Catholic Charities,
call Mike at 239-270-3291
•Nonperishable food items
•Hand Truck/Dolly
•Large shopping carts
Senior Support Coordination Program of Catholic Charities,
call Alice at 844-385-2423
•Wal-Mart Gift Cards

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

IMMOKALEE
Guadalupe Social Services of Catholic Charities,
Call Peggy at 239-657-6242
•Playpens
•Strollers
•Diapers and baby wipes
NAPLES
Judy Sullivan Family Resource Center of Catholic Charities,
call Allegra at 239-793-0059
•Cereal, canned fruit, tuna, ravioli, and pasta
SARASOTA
Bethesda House of Catholic Charities,
call Colleen at 941-366-1886
•Canned soup and other canned goods
St. Martha’s Early Learning Center,
call Jamie at 941-366-1395
•Art Supplies: construction paper, glue or glue sticks,
markers, crayons, scissors, and washable paint
Sarasota Catholic Charities Administrative Office,
call Joan at 941-355-4680
•An outdoor St. Francis statue for the property
VENICE
Our Mother’s House of Catholic Charities,
call Lisa at 941-485-6264
•Diapers: size 6, Pull-ups: size 3T and 4T
•Cleaning supplies
•Toilet paper

HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Catholic Charities is always in need of volunteers.
Volunteer
Please submit an online inquiry or email
the contacts listed below for more details.
ARCADIA - Casa San Juan Bosco After School Activities Program is looking for volunteers to help the elementary
students with math or reading homework Mondays through Fridays from 3 to 5 p.m. For more information, contact
Clara at clara.alvarez@catholiccharitiesdov.org
BONITA SPRINGS, CLEWISTON & FORT MYERS - Our Food Pantries are looking for volunteers to help with stocking,
bagging, and distributing food. If you are interested please contact Mike Vega at mike.vega@catholiccharitiesdov.org
NAPLES - The Judy Sullivan Center is looking for volunteers that are
able to drive our van to pick up weekly food donations. If you are interested please
contact Allegra Belliard Program Director at allegra.belliard@catholiccharitiesdov.org
SARASOTA - Bethesda House is looking for volunteers for their food pantry and
other volunteer activities. Please contact Joan Pierse, Volunteer Coordinator
at joan.pierse@catholiccharitiesdov.org

www.catholiccharitiesdov.org
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CEO’S CORNER

“Hope opens new horizons, making
us capable of dreaming what is not
even imaginable.” – Pope Francis
1000 Pinebrook Road • Venice, FL 34285
(941) 488-5581
www.catholiccharitiesdov.org

SERVICE LOCATIONS

Arcadia
Boca Grande
Bonita Springs
Bradenton
Clewiston
Fort Myers
Immokalee

Naples
North Port
Palmetto
Port Charlotte
Sarasota
Venice
Wauchula

PROGRAMS & SERVICES

Adult Education
Affordable Housing
After-School Programs
Anti-Human Trafficking
Assistance & Housing
Case Management Services
Clothing Distribution
Counseling Services
Disaster Response & Recovery
Early Learning Centers
Career Development & Empowerment
English Classes
Farm Worker Housing
Financial Assistance
Food Assistance and Pantry
Supplemental Assistance Progam (SNAP)
HIV/AIDS Housing
HIV/AIDS Support Services
Home Buyer Education Class
Homeless Prevention
Housing Counseling & Foreclosure Prevention
Housing for Homeless Families
Immigration Services
Infant/Toddler Supplies
Rapid- Rehousing
Residential Program for Mothers & Children
Refugee Resettlement Services
Senior Housing
Senior Services
Shower Program & Clothing Exchange
Soup Kitchen
Summer Youth Program
Transitional Housing
Veterans Housing
Youth Mentoring Program

Many families who are food
insecure and/or on the brink of
homelessness are reaching out
to Catholic Charities. Together, with your compassionate
support, we have been able to get donations passed on
to those in need in the throes of this pandemic. Catholic
Charities has distributed food to over 150,000 people
through our food pantries and disbursed direct financial
assistance to nearly 3,000 individuals. This holiday season
will be a struggle for all, but within that struggle, Catholic
Charities strives to plant a seed of hope. There are so
many heart-warming and hopeful stories to share; here is
just one …
Two brothers, who are enrolled in a Catholic Charities afterschool program, were playing outside their home. They got
bored and ventured down the street. They found two bikes
and decided to take a ride on them. They were having so
much fun. They rode the bikes to their home thinking they
would return them later. Once the owner found out the bikes
were missing, she called the police. When the police officer
came to talk to the boys and their mother, one of the boys
told the officer that their mother was very poor, and she did
not have money to buy them bikes. The officer’s heart melted,
and he turned to Catholic Charities. We were able to find two
donated bikes for the boys and even a bike for their mother.
The three of them ride their bikes in their neighborhood. The
police officer has become a big brother to the boys and takes
them to play basketball in a nearby park.
On behalf of all our clients, we are inviting you to reach
out with a generous spirit this year and contribute to
the 19th Annual Catholic Charities Christmas Appeal.
Your continued faith, loyalty, and support will give us
the resources to provide food, shelter, behavioral health
services, and life-enriching social service programs… a
glimmer of hope for those in desperate need.
I thank you from the bottom of my heart for the outpouring
of love you have shown to Catholic Charities and our
community throughout this past year. God bless you and the
ones you love with peace and hope this Christmas.
Blessings,
Philomena

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CATHOLIC CHARITIES!

Tax Deductible l Free Towing l Easy Process

PLEASE FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA.
Call 855-840-4483 or Visit www.catholiccharitiesdov.org

www.catholiccharitiesdov.org

A HELPING HAND

Catholic Charities Diocese of Venice recently teamed
up with Food For The Poor to distribute household
items and other basic necessities to struggling families
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Catholic Charities Diocese of Venice
distributes thousands of bags of food
a week, and thanks to the donation
of toiletries and household products
from Food For The Poor, we were able
to provide essential goods to over
20,200 people.
“It offers us another way
to help our clients that
come to our food pantries
and are in our programs,
to offer them help with
household and personal
care items they use and
need on a daily basis,” said
Catholic Charities CEO
Philomena Pereira.
Catholic Charities distributed the items at their eight
touchless, drive-thru food pantries, as well as to
Bethesda House clients, Our Mother’s House mothers
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and babies and St. Martha’s Early Learning Center families,
as well as office locations that provide client services.
“We are so blessed to be able to share these goods
with our community and to be able to help others,”
stated Pereira.
Food For The Poor primarily works internationally, but the
charity is acutely aware of the difficulties many Florida
families are having. We thank them for their support of
Catholic Charities and the people we serve.
Non-Profit
Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
FT Myers, FL
Permit
Permit No.
No.184
184

P.O. Box 2116
Venice, FL 34284-2116

P R O V I D I N G H E L P. C R E A T I N G H O P E . S E R V I N G A L L .

Simple, Easy Ways to Help
Everyone intends to write a Will. Do you have a Will?

FOUNDATION

If your answer is NO, please use this coupon to receive our helpful Will worksheets
and learn about the spiritual benefits for Members of our Good Samaritan Guild.

IF you would like to make a gift without using your Will, here are 3 simple ways
As a Beneficiary of your IRA

■

As a Beneficiary of your Life Insurance policy

■

As a Pay On Death (POD) Beneficiary of your savings or bank account
Send me information about Catholic
Charities Foundation and the Good
Samaritan Guild.

■

q FOUNDATION

q WILL WORKSHEETS

Send a set of wills worksheets

YOU can make a meaningful and substantial gift: How? Add Catholic Charities Foundation-DOV

Name _________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________
City/State/Zip __________________________________________

q I have remembered Catholic Charities Foundation
q I am considering a Bequest or other kind of Gift
Clip this coupon to receive Will worksheets, Mass cards, or the spiritual benefits
of our Good Samaritan Guild – mail it to us using the envelope in this newsletter.
You can also order in the “contact” section of our website www.ccfdnswfl.org

q MASS CARDS

Send a free sample of the
Good Samaritan Mass
cards from the Guild

Thoughtful People are remembering Catholic Charities Foundation in their Will or Trust

