
What does modern-day slavery look like? 
It can look like Sarah* in Bradenton who, 
at the age of 13, was manipulated into 
being sold in the sex trafficking industry.

It can look like Julie* in Fort Myers who 
was enslaved to work in a factory for 
hours on end when she was just six years 
old. For ten years, her life consisted of 
sweeping and cleaning.

It can look like Mark* in Naples, who 
was seven when his trafficker began to 
sexually exploit him in front of a live 
audience on the internet.

The Catholic Charities Diocese of Venice, 
Anti Human Trafficking Assistance Program 
provides survivors a lifeline of support. 
The case management services offered 
through the program connects clients 
to food and clothing, help with personal 
finance, cultural orientation, safety planning 
and more. Caseworkers help survivors apply 
for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) and connects clients to 
resources for immigration support, mental 
health services, transportation assistance 
and access to food pantries.

One of the biggest challenges faced 
by survivors is finding adequate transi-
tional housing. 

To help support this effort, Catholic 
Charities Diocese of Venice received a 
$500,000 housing assistance grant from 
the U.S. Department of Justice, to provide 
safe, stable housing and appropriate 
services to victims of human trafficking. 
This grant is intended to provide up 
to 24 months of transitional or short-
term housing assistance for victims 
of trafficking, including rent, utilities, 
and related expenses, such as security 
deposits and relocation costs. The grant 
will also provide funding to help victims 
locate permanent housing, secure 
employment and receive occupational 
training and counseling.

GRANT STRENGTHENS ANTI-HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING PROGRAM
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Most Reverend Frank  J. Dewane, Bishop

(Grant continued on page 3)

COVID ASSISTANCE IN OUR COMMUNITY

(COVID continued on page 3)

Inside This Issue

With the ongoing pandemic, Catholic Charities has been assisting individuals and 
families living in southwest Florida who have experienced job loss, furlough, food
insecurity, anxiety and financial burdens. Our mission is to serve ALL.

�Catholic Charities has distributed over ONE MILLION pounds of food to individuals 
with food insecurity since March 24, 2020.

Your generous donation to 
Summertime and the Giving 
is Easy is much appreciated. 
Your contribution will protect, 

nourish, heal, and help so 
many of your neighbors in 
need in Southwest Florida. 

Thank You for being an  
ANGEL during difficult times 

and helping to change the 
lives of those who come 

to Catholic Charities 
for assistance. 

    *names changed for anonymity
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PORTRAITS OF PHILANTHROPY 
Generosity comes in many ways to Catholic Charities DOV.

What is the connection between a construction 
manager and an app to protect people from COVID-19? 
At first glance, nothing. . . however, here at Catholic 
Charities Diocese of Venice, these two very different 
things are examples of GIVING in ACTION.  Currently, 
we are inundated with the negative news about 
unemployment rates and infection rates soaring. However, 
some very special donors are making a difference in our 
community in creative and positive ways. 

Mr. Timothy Gunderman and Mrs. Katherine Hessert are 
a couple who have both shared their talents, time, and 
treasure with Catholic Charities Diocese of Venice. Tim 
Gunderman, a retired developer and member of the 
Knights of Malta, has served as volunteer construction 
manager in the Disaster Recovery program since 
March of 2019. He was looking for a meaningful way 
to connect his skills to those in need. As volunteer 
construction manager, he has traveled to the diverse 
sites in the ten-county Diocese, primarily in the rural 
areas, in order to assess Hurricane Irma damage and 
ensure safe and sanitary conditions. During one of 
his outreach visits to Clewiston, he was struck by 
one of the children who did not have a shirt. Upon 
further inquiry, he learned that the child’s father had 
recently been deported to Mexico and his mother was 
struggling to make ends meet. Tim purchased food and 
clothing for this family and has provided valuable rent 
assistance to many other families in need. 

Recently, he has developed a program with the 
Three60 Market restaurant which has resulted in 
donations of more than 55,000 meals. Although he 
does NOT like to be in the spotlight, “Tim is a guardian 
angel to many of our most vulnerable clients,” states 
Paulina Matias, Director of Disaster Services at Catholic 
Charities in Bonita Springs.  According to Tim: “We all 
have the means and ways to help solve these problems. 
If there’s a will, there’s a way.  We all just have to give a 
little bit of ourselves in order to make a big impact.”

While Tim’s philanthropy has been concrete and 
hands-on, his wife, Kathleen Hessert, has been able 
to share her ability to build ideas during her service 
with Catholic Charities. When they moved to the area 
two years ago, Kathleen saw volunteering as a great 
way to build a new community while sharing her gifts. 
As a member of the Catholic Charities Lee County 
Advisory Board, Kathleen has leveraged her strategic 
communication consulting background to lead 
strategy and activation for enhanced engagement. 
She was a leader in the development of the social 
media initiative around Pope Francis’ historic visit to 
the United States. Most recently, she has been involved 
in promoting a new app designed to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. “Kathleen and Tim are the epitome 
of committed volunteers who show their love in kind 
deeds. They are eager to be up and doing, to heal, to 
serve, and to give,” says Philomena Pereira, CEO.

Kathleen concluded, “We’re honored to weigh in on 
important Catholic Charities’ issues, strategies and 
tactics as members of the Advisory Board. It’s fun 
working together with caring people from various 
backgrounds, skills and perspectives. None of these 
people are shy about sharing their thinking and we 
know our opinions matter.”

To learn more about volunteer opportunities, 
please contact Joan Pierse at 

joan.pierse@catholiccharitiesdov.org

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CATHOLIC CHARITIES!

SPRING CLEANING?

Call 855-840-4483 or Visit www.catholiccharitiesdov.org

Tax Deductible  l  Free Towing  l Easy Process
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(Grant continued from page 1) 
“This grant provides hope for those 
we help daily and ensures a better 
future by providing a sense of 
stability and security,” said Catholic 
Charities Anti-Human Trafficking 
Program Director Erika Pineros. 
“This funding will allow survivors 
to focus on their wellbeing without 
the worry of homelessness. It serves 
as a stepping-stone towards self-
independence.”

In 2009, the first year of the Anti-
Human trafficking program, Catholic 
Charities supported 14 victims; 
since the beginning of this year, 
Catholic Charities has helped 73 
victims of human trafficking through 
its program, showing significant 
growth in need.

Because the threat of homelessness 
is always a concern for victims 
of human trafficking, the existing 
transitional housing operated by 
Catholic Charities in the region is 
often full. Other housing options 
became scarcer due to health and 
safety requirements 

brought on by the ongoing global 
pandemic, so the timing of the 
grant is fortuitous. Under this grant, 
the Catholic Charities program 
will expand its current services to 
provide short-term housing services 
for survivors of human trafficking 
throughout all ten counties of the 
Diocese. Catholic Charities will 
secure one- and two-bedroom 
apartments to serve individuals and 
families who have been victims of 
human trafficking.

This housing affords survivors the 
time to receive long-term assistance. 
While residing at the transitional 
house, clients will learn self-reliance 

and connect with community 
resources that provide education 
and job training. Support groups will 
also be offered to victims that will 
teach coping skills and link them 
to the support services the Anti-
Human Trafficking program provides. 
While the Department of Justice 
grant will assist Catholic Charities 
in continuing to provide housing 
for victims of human trafficking, 
expenses for other services are 
not covered and the needs 
are great.

The Catholic Charities Anti-Human 
Trafficking Program supports victims 
like Sarah, Julie, and Mark and 
provides them with the support 
they need to become survivors of 
human trafficking. It is time to end 
modern-day slavery and stop human 
trafficking.

For more information 
contact Erika Pineros at 
239-390-2928 or email 

erika.pineros@catholiccharitiesdov.org. 

�Catholic Charities has been 
blessed and continues to 
receive funding to provide 
families with rental and 
utility assistance through our 
Financial Assistance Program.

�Catholic Charities has received 
two large donations from other 
organizations:

 -FarmShare donated chicken, 
cheese, and milk, which fed over 
200 households in Bonita Springs

-Food For The Poor and The 
Knights of Columbus provided 
hygiene products, diapers, and 
household supplies, which were 
distributed to food pantries 
and programs across our 10-county 
region for people in need.

Additionally, with the start of 
the school year, volunteers 
and donors worked to provide 
children with new clothing, 
shoes, and school supplies so 
children can start their year off 
right. With more parents out of 
work due to COVID-19, this was 
a welcome gift for families in 
need. One mother told us that 
her daughter had been asking 
for a pair of sneakers and in 
the box was the exact pair of 
sneakers she wanted!

Catholic Charities would not 
be able to assist our neighbors 
in need without our wonderful 
staff, volunteers and our 
generous community partners 
and donors.         

To Learn More About Catholic Charities COVID-19 Efforts or to make a donation, 
please visit https://catholiccharitiesdov.org/covid19update.

 THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT!

(COVID continued from page 1) 

Call 855-840-4483 or Visit www.catholiccharitiesdov.org
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On Monday, November 2, 2020, The Missionaries of the Holy Apostles will offer Masses in 
memory of your deceased family members and friends. Please use this coupon to send us 
the names of those whom you want to have remembered. The Board of Directors of the 
Catholic Charities Foundation and the Good Samaritan Guild have requested these Masses 
to be offered on the Feast of All Souls’ Day. There is no gift required to participate. 
 Let us pray together and remember our loved ones

Please use the 
enclosed envelope
or mail to:

 
FOUNDATION

Back to school at St. Martha’s Early Learning Center and 
The Boca Grande Preschool looked a little different this 
year. Our teachers excitedly welcomed students back 
with extra safety protocols in place. Despite the new 
COVID-19 rules, children and their families are happy 
to be together again virtually or in-person to learn, 
grow, and play.

With virtual or in-person class options, St. Martha’s 
Early Learning Center has adapted to the new COVID-19 
environment. For parents interested in virtual learning, 
laptop computers were distributed for children to use at 
home. Safety protocols that are approved by the 

Department of Health and the Early Learning Coalition 
of Sarasota, which follow CDC guidelines, have been 
implemented for face-to-face instruction. 

The philosophy at St. Martha’s Early Learning Center is 
based on the Creative Curriculum for Preschool Program, 
where children are encouraged to explore Science, Math, 
Reading, Writing, Art, Technology, and Music through 
indoor and outdoor learning centers. Students, ages 3 – 5, 
are given a jump start in preparation for kindergarten.

50 miles away, the Boca Grande Preschool, which offers 
education and care for children up to 5 years of age, 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER WELCOME STUDENTS

(Early Learning Center continues on next page)

.



UNDY SUNDAY IS BACK 
FOR ITS 26TH YEAR!

The Undy Sunday campaign provides an ample supply 
of underwear, socks, and miscellaneous clothing and 
school supplies for the many disadvantaged elementary 
and preschool children in Collier County. Our goal is 
to collect much-needed underwear and socks for low-
income boys & girls in kindergarten and elementary 
& charter schools. Your generosity will help children 
throughout their school year.

This year, to keep families safe, 
we are going Digital! 

We ask for your assistance in collecting new 
and unused underwear and socks size 2 through 10 
(small sizes preferred) which, can be purchased directly 
from the Catholic Charities Amazon Charity Wish List.

You can also make online 
donations directly to our 
Undy Sunday Fund which, 
will be used to purchase items 
for the children of Collier County.

Collection of items will begin 
in October, followed by delivery 
to the schools the week of 
November 9, 2020.

For more information, visit 
https://catholiccharitiesdov.org/undysunday2020/ 

or contact Paola Pinillos 
at paola.pinillos@catholiccharitiesdov.org

THE UNBALL VIRTUAL EVENT
Thursday, November 12, 2020 at 7 pm, EST

Due to COVID-19 and the postponement of the 
Venetian Ball, we are planning a Virtual Event 

to support Catholic Charities’ Anti-Human 
Trafficking program.

It’s not in the shadows or faraway nations. It happens in 
plain sight in OUR COMMUNITY.  Join us virtually for an 
hour-long event to raise awareness and stop MODERN DAY 
SLAVERY. Listen to a survivor-leader share her inspirational 
story and learn how YOU CAN MAKE AN IMPACT.

For more information, please contact Janet Pavelack 
at janet.pavelack@catholiccharitiesdov.org 

or 239-334-4007 ext. 2101.

                  OUR MOTHER’S HOUSE 
                   VIRTUAL WINE TASTING

                             Thursday, February 25, 2021 
                              at 7 pm, EST

Our Mother’s House 
Wine Tasting is going Virtual!  

This online event will include entertainment, an auction, 
some of our sweet mothers and children, and of course, 
wine! Various sponsorship options will include wine sent
to guests before the event.

For more information, 
Contact Our Mother’s House 

at omh@catholiccharitiesdov.org or 941-485-6264.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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started the school year with several new students, new 
safety procedures and a new curriculum. The Experience 
Early Learning Curriculum weaves 33 research-based 
skills into playful games and projects and fosters 
social-emotional development, as well as language and 
cognitive development. To help children prepare for 
kindergarten, a set of interdisciplinary activities allows 
them to explore the classroom, community and the 
world around them.

Both St. Martha’s Early Learning Center and Boca 
Grande Preschool adhere to the highest standards 

of care to provide quality 
educational preparation in 
a safe environment.

              To learn 
            more about   
      Catholic Charities 
   Early Learning Center,  
           Please visit 
www.catholiccharitiesdov.
org/services/early-education

(Early Learning Center continued from page 4)



We are always in need of basic items for our Catholic Charities programs 
and services. Your support helps us to provide our clients quality assistance. 

We appreciate any help you can give!

Volunteer

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE

ARCADIA
Farmer Working Housing of Catholic Charities, 
call Clara at 863-884-2134
· Backpacks and school supplies for children ages 3-13

BONITA SPRINGS
Food Pantry of Catholic Charities, 
call Mike at 239-270-3291
· Nonperishable food items

CLEWISTON
Food Pantry of Catholic Charities, 
call Mike at 239-270-3291
· Nonperishable food items

FORT MYERS
Infant and Toddler Supply Program of Catholic Charities, 
call Marie at 844-385-2423
· Baby diapers in all sizes

Food Pantry of Catholic Charities, 
call Mike at 239-270-3291
· Nonperishable food items.
· Hand Truck/Dolly
· Large Shopping Carts

Senior Support Coordination Program of Catholic Charities, 
call Alice at 844-385-2423
· Wal-Mart Gift Cards for clients enrolled

NAPLES
Judy Sullivan Family Resource Center of Catholic Charities, 
call Allegra at 239-793-0059
· Cereal, canned fruit, tuna, ravioli, and pasta

Family Counseling Center, call Paola at 239-455-2655
· Small boxes of crayons, markers and colored pencils
· Shelving units

PALMETTO
Holy Cross Manor of Catholic Charities, 
Call Ruth at 941-729-8147
· Supplies to build raised gardening beds: 
  building supplies, lumber, 
  dirt, and mulch

SARASOTA
Bethesda House of Catholic Charities, 
call Colleen at 941-366-1886
· Denture adhesive
· Body wash, body lotion and deodorant
· Shampoo and conditioner

St. Martha’s Early Learning Center, 
call Jamie at 941-366-1395
· Art Supplies: Construction Paper, 
  Glue/Glue Sticks, Markers, Crayons, Scissors, Washable Paint

Sarasota County Administrative Office, call Joan at 941-355-4680
· A St. Francis statue for the property

VENICE
Our Mother’s House of Catholic Charities, 
call Lisa at 941-485-6264
· Diapers in size 6
· Pull-ups in sizes 2T - 5T
· Baby wash
· Dish detergent and other  
  cleaning supplies
· Hand soap, body wash
· We also need 7 refrigerators 
  (fridge & freeze) and ranges 
  (stove & oven) to update old 
  appliances
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Wish 
 List

Catholic Charities has reopened volunteer opportunities at all locations. 
Please submit an online inquiry or email the contacts listed below for more details.

ARCADIA - Casa San Juan Bosco After School Activities Program is looking for volunteers to help the elementary 
students with math or reading homework Mondays through Fridays from 3 to 5 p.m. For more information, contact Clara 
at clara.alvarez@catholiccharitiesdov.org

BONITA SPRINGS, CLEWISTON & FORT MYERS - Our Food Panties are looking for volunteers to help with stocking, bagging 
and distributing food. If you are interested please contact Mike Vega at mike.vega@catholiccharitiesdov.org

NAPLES - The Judy Sullivan Center is looking for volunteers that are able to drive our van to pick up weekly food donations. 
If you are interested please contact Allegra Belliard, Program Director at allegra.belliard@catholiccharitiesdov.org

The Family Counseling Center is looking for volunteers to help move furniture and build shelves. For more information, 
please contact Paola Pinillos at paola.pinillos@catholiccharitiesdov.org

SARASOTA  - We are looking for volunteers who will take calls on our hotline, or to call clients to get information and 
documents together for families needing financial assistance. Contact Joan Pierse, Volunteer Coordinator 
at joan.pierse@catholiccharitiesdov.org



SERVICE LOCATIONS 

PROGRAMS & SERVICES 
Adoption Services
Adult Education

Affordable Housing
After-School Reading Program
After-School Tutoring Program

Anti-Human Trafficking Assistance Program
Case Management Services

Clothing 
Counseling Services

Disaster Response and Recovery
Distribution of FEMA Funds

Early Learning Centers
Empowerment Program

English Classes
Farm Worker Housing
Financial Assistance

Food Assistance
Food Pantry

Food Stamps/Medicaid Applications
HIV/AIDS Housing

HIV/AIDS Support Services
Home Buyer Education Class

Housing Counseling & Foreclosure Prevention
Housing for Homeless Families 

Immigration Services
Infant/Toddler Supplies

Residential Program for Mothers and Children
Refugee Resettlement Services

Senior Housing
Senior Services

Shower Program
Soup Kitchen

Summer Youth Program
Transitional Housing

Veterans House
Youth Mentoring Program

1000 Pinebrook Road • Venice, FL 34285
(941) 488-5581 • (941) 484-9543

www.catholiccharitiesdov.org

Arcadia 
Boca Grande

Bonita Springs
Bradenton
Clewiston

Fort Myers
Highlands & 

Glades Counties

Immokalee
Naples
North Port
Palmetto
Port Charlotte
Sarasota
Venice
Wauchula

PLEASE FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA.
www.facebook.com/CatholicCharitiesDioceseOfVenice

www.twitter.com/CC_DOV
www.instagram.com/catholiccharities_dov/

www.linkedin.com\company\catholiccharitiesdov
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CEO’S CORNER
With the pandemic wearing on, 
Catholic Charities has been assisting 
individuals and their families living 
in southwest Florida who have 
experienced a job loss, furlough, 
food insecurity, stress and anxiety 
and financial burdens. We focus on 
restoring dignity and providing hope 
through serving ALL.

One of our programs helps those who are sex and labor 
trafficked. Human trafficking does not just happen in a 
dark alley. It happens in our neighborhoods. 96% of sex 
trafficking victims are women and 50% are children. 
Those labor trafficked are found working in 
construction, mining, manufacturing utilities, farming, 
fishing and domestic servitude.

The treatment of those trafficked is multifaceted and 
comprehensive. The recovery is long and arduous. Erika 
Pineros, Director of the Anti-Human Trafficking Program, 
shared the experience of one client who often recalls 
the many men touching her; she feels so unclean that 
she feels compelled to clean herself with bleach. Other 
stories are even more horrific.

Those trafficked will need long-term basic human 
needs like housing, food, counseling, substance abuse 
treatment, empathy, love, compassion, security and 
more love. None of us can put ourselves in their shoes. 
What has happened to them is deplorable. The road 
to recovery will take years, if not decades, to undo the 
harm and hurt.

And so, now we need your help… please mark your 
calendars: on November 12th at 7pm, we are hosting 
our first virtual event: The UnBall, designed to raise 
awareness and additional resources to end this form of 
modern-day slavery. During this engaging program, we 
will have a survivor-leader share her inspirational story, 
and we will provide opportunities for giving to support 
victims and to ultimately stop human trafficking. Help 
us transform a life. Help us change the world.

“Each of us has a mission . . . each of us is called to change 
the world, to work for a culture of life, a culture forged 

by love and respect for the dignity of each human person.” 
                            - Pope Benedict XVI

Gratefully,
Philomena Pereira, Chief Executive Officer
Catholic Charities Diocese of Venice, Inc.

As a non-profit Catholic Charities is always looking for ways 
to reduce our costs. If you are interested in receiving this 
newsletter digitally instead of in the mail, please email 

info@catholiccharitiesdov.org to update your preferences. 
WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT!
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In the past year, many friends told us that they 
remembered Catholic Charities Foundation in their 
Will or Trust. These benefactors were pleased to find out 
that their bequest made them eligible for the spiritual 
gifts of our Good Samaritan Guild. 

However, many 
people do not 
inform Catholic 
Charities about 
their bequest. 
By the time 
notice is 
received from 
their attorney or 
family, it is too 
late for Catholic 
Charities to offer  
our appreciation.

If you are one of those anonymous benefactors, 
please tell us now so we can enroll you into our 
Good Samaritan Guild. Your membership will include 
you in the monthly Masses said for Guild members 
by the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles.

This is our way of thanking you for your generosity in 
remembering and helping our work with the poor. 
Please tell Catholic Charities Foundation you have 
remembered us in your Will or Trust.

Just mail us the coupon below in the envelope enclosed 
with this newsletter.  Contact Foundation Director Lou 
Baumer at 239-671-8706 or by email using the “Contact” 
section of our website at www.ccfdnswfl.org.

P.O. Box 2116
Venice, FL 34284-2116

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
FT Myers, FL
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Non-Profit Org.
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PAID
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P R O V I D I N G  H E L P.   C R E A T I N G  H O P E .   S E R V I N G  A L L .

 
FOUNDATION

A MATTER OF UTMOST CONFIDENTIALITY
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Simple, Easy Ways to Help
Everyone intends to write a Will. Do you have a Will?
If your answer is NO, please use this coupon to receive our helpful Will worksheets
and learn about the spiritual benefits for Members of our Good Samaritan Guild. 

IF you would like to make a gift without using your Will, here are 3 simple ways 
YOU can make a meaningful and substantial gift:  How?  Add Catholic Charities Foundation-DOV

As a Beneficiary of your IRA
As a Beneficiary of your Life Insurance policy
As a Pay On Death (POD) Beneficiary of your savings or bank account

 MASS CARDS
Send a free sample of the 
Good Samaritan Mass 
cards from the Guild
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Name _________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

City/State/Zip __________________________________________

q
 I have remembered Catholic Charities Foundation
 I am considering a Bequest or other kind of Gift

Clip this coupon to receive Will worksheets, Mass cards, or the spiritual benefits
of our Good Samaritan Guild – mail it to us using the envelope in this newsletter.
You can also order in the “contact” section of our website  www.ccfdnswfl.org

q

Thoughtful People are remembering Catholic Charities Foundation in their Will or Trust

 
FOUNDATION


