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Most Reverend Frank  J. Dewane, Bishop

CatholiC CharitiES NEEdS Your hElp
The annual Catholic Charities Christmas Appeal has begun and needs your 
support! Over the next two months we hope to raise $565,000 for people 
in need in Southwest Florida. Your gift will allow us to assist individuals, 
families, and seniors all year long.

It is not easy asking for help. A donation will mean so much to those who are suffering and in crisis. 
Please read this newsletter to learn how your contribution will empower our clients with hope for a brighter future. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
 To donate, please mail in the response slip and envelope in this newsletter or visit www.catholiccharitiesdov.org.

thaNk You for Your Support!
Catholic Charities would like to thank the parishioners of the Diocese of Venice for their 
generous support for our neighbors in need in the Florida Panhandle in the wake of 
Hurricane Michael. Your donations allowed Catholic Charities of Northwest Florida to 
provide the victims of the devastating storm much needed assistance.

Saints Peter and Paul Parish in Bradenton, Epiphany Cathedral Parish in Venice, Our 
Lady of Light Parish in Fort Myers, and the Judy Sullivan Family Resource Center of 
Catholic Charities in Naples were established as drop off locations in the Diocese. 
Parishioners throughout Southwest Florida were asked to bring water, tarps, non-
perishable food items, cleaning supplies and gloves, baby food and diapers, as well 
as pet supplies. The response for help was overwhelming and volunteer efforts 
were outstanding.

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Venice, Inc. delivered the items to hurricane disaster 
centers established by Catholic Charities of Northwest Florida. “After the tremendous 
kindness and aid we received during Hurricane Irma, it was our honor to return the 
favor to those affected by Hurricane Michael,” said Philomena Pereira, CEO of Catholic 
Charities, Diocese of Venice, Inc. “Long-term disaster recovery will happen for several 

more months in the Florida 
Panhandle and they will 
continue to need our 
assistance.”

If you would like to donate 
to Catholic Charities of 
Northwest Florida, please 
visit www.ccnwfl.org.
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Donations of items for victims of 
Hurricane Michael poured into 
drop off locations around the Diocese 
of Venice.
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The voices of our clients tell the most genuine story of 
how a gift to the annual Catholic Charities Christmas 
Appeal helped them bring about real change in their 
lives. Catholic Charities works with individuals and 
families, who face the challenges of poverty and 
instability, to reach the goal of self-sufficiency.

Jose’s Voice: I am very grateful for coming in today to 
Catholic Charities. I was greeted by a wonderful case 
worker with the most compassionate smile. I started crying 
when she asked me if I was okay and I saw that her eyes 
also got watery. I felt that I was in the right place to get 
help. I told her that I was homeless and had recently lost 
my job, car, and home. As she helped me with things to 
eat from the food pantry, she asked me questions about 
my situation and looked for other ways to help. The 
emotional support I received today, I have not received in 

a long time. From a slice of pizza 
for lunch, to restaurant coupons, 
a week stay at a hotel, and a 
bicycle, I do not have the words 
to describe the generosity, love 
and care that Catholic Charities 
gave to me. Thank you so much.
Jose is a client at the Judy Sullivan 
Family Resource Center of Catholic 
Charities in Naples.

A gift to the Christmas Appeal will answer the prayers 
of our clients. Caring for those who are less fortunate 
not only requires the necessities of food, clothing and 
shelter but an array of professional programs and 
services to meet all their needs. Please consider a 
contribution that will provide beneficial opportunities 
for deserving individuals and families.

Sue’s Voice: Our Mother’s House has
been the greatest gift that a single 
mother could ask for. This place is truly 

a blessing from God. Not 
only did they give me and 
my baby a place to live, but 
they provided the education 
I needed to become 
independent. Words cannot 
express the gratitude that 
I have for the opportunity 
to grow as a woman and a 
mother. The parenting classes 
have given me the skills to be a better mom to my son. 
The financial classes have given me the skills that I need 
to budget and sustain goals. This has been one of the best 
experiences in my life. I do not know where we would be 
without this program. God put this program in our path at 
the best time. The staff was very supportive and motivated 
me in all the right ways to fight for a successful life. 
Sue is a client of Our Mother’s House of Catholic Charities 
in Venice.

Catholic Charities is often the voice for those who have 
no voice. For their benefit, we are asking for your vital 
support. The Christmas Appeal is our largest annual 
fundraiser and critical to operating programs and 
services throughout Southwest Florida.

Thank you for being a part of our mission of mercy.
Catholic Charities has received the top four-star rating 
16 times from Charity Navigator. We continue to be 
good stewards of your contributions, with sound fiscal 
management and a commitment to accountability and 
transparency. We always put the needs of our clients first.

Please donate today! You can send a donation in memory 
of a loved one or in honor of a family member or friend. 
We will send a Christmas card telling the special person 
of your compassionate gift to Catholic Charities. 

To donate, please mail in the response slip and envelope 
in this newsletter or visit www.catholiccharitiesdov.org.
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Yes I will help Catholic Charities! Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift to the Christmas Appeal.
Checks payable to Catholic Charities, Diocese of Venice, Inc.

o$50   o$100   o$200   o$500    $_________Other

Please charge my   oVisa  oMC  oAmEx  oDiscover

Credit Card# ____________________________________________

Amount $ __________________________Exp. Date_____________________ Sec. Code____________________________

 Signature_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone# _______________________________ E-mail_________________________________@_______________________ 

I will be making a gift¨Monthly oQuarterly
oPlease mail me a reminder notice.
To set up recurring electronic gift giving, 
please visit www.catholiccharitiesdov.org.

Bradenton - Catholic Charities offers a Home Buyer 
Education Workshop to people in need of guidance with 
the process of buying a home. It is free of charge and 
offered every month in both English and Spanish.

“Charles and I have always wanted to buy a home” 
said Hannah Newton about the decision she and her 
husband made to sign up for the workshop. “I started 
looking for programs that would help us buy a home 
because we were not making enough money at the time 
to afford a down payment.”

Four topics are covered in the workshop: Steps To 
Successful Home Ownership which includes funds 
available to home buyers as well as fair housing rights; 
Winning Credit History/Shopping for a Loan which 
includes items required to make a loan contract, budget 
and money management, and the loan and application 
process; Shopping for a Home/Choosing a Realtor 

which includes 
what to know 
when looking 
for a home 
and realtor, 
understanding 
a sales contract, 
and negotiation 
and home 
inspection; 
and Home 
Ownership 
which includes 
what it means 
to be a home 

owner, how to care for your home and maintain it, 
security issues, and avoiding foreclosure. 

“I got a new job making a good salary and my husband 
found a salary job a few months later,” said Hannah. 
“Something happened in our townhome with a wildlife 
issue and our landlord said we could leave our lease 
with no consequences. We felt like it was God’s timing 
to start trying to buy a home.”

Participants in the workshop are eligible for assistance 
from Manatee and Sarasota counties bond and/or grant 
programs for down payment and closing costs. “The 
loan process was definitely not fun but when we found 
a mortgage broker and a realtor we could trust, it made 
things much easier,” said Hannah. The couple eventually 
made an offer on a home. “We ended up offering the 
same amount of money the seller was asking for but 
negotiated for him to pay for almost all of the closing 
costs. We also got a home warranty and credit for a 
missing appliance in the kitchen.”

The Newtons said the Home Buyer Education Workshop 
gave them the knowledge and confidence to purchase 
their first home. “It was a process that was not easy and 
was time consuming, but when it all boils down to it, 
I would do it all over again to be able to come to a home 
that is mine,” said Hannah. “A home that I get to love, 
cherish, and raise a family in.”

For more information and to register 
for the workshop, please call 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Venice, Inc. 
in Manatee County at 941-714-7829.

Charles and Hannah Newton at their new home.

(Appeal continued from page 1)WorkShop offErS NaVigatioN for homE BuYErS

Venice - Catholic Charities, Diocese 
of Venice, Inc. has attained the 
coveted 4-star rating from Charity 
Navigator for the 16th time in the 
last 18 years. This is the highest 
possible distinction and indicates 
Catholic Charities adheres to sector 
best practices and executes its 
mission in a financially efficient way.  

“It is an honor to be awarded the 
4-star rating,” said Catholic Charities 
CEO Philomena Pereira. “Catholic 
Charities strives for excellence in 
everything that we do to help our 
clients in the most efficient manner.  
Our donors can trust our sound 

fiscal management and commitment 
to accountability and transparency.”

With more than 1.5 million 
American charities, Charity 
Navigator aims to provide donors 
with essential information to 
give them greater confidence in 
charitable decisions.  Attaining a 
4-star rating verifies that Catholic 
Charities exceeds industry standards 
and out performs most charities

in America, said Charity Navigator 
President and CEO Michael Thatcher. 
“This exceptional designation 
from Charity Navigator sets 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of 
Venice, Inc. apart from its peers 
and demonstrates to the public its 
trustworthiness,” he said.

“It is important our donors know we 
are using their donations wisely to 
accomplish our mission of serving 
the neediest individuals and 
families in Southwest Florida,” said 
Pereira. “We invite all to review our 
full report on Charity Navigator.” 

CatholiC CharitiES EarNS top diStiNCtioN

The 4-star rating for Catholic Charities, Diocese of Venice, Inc. is available free of charge on www.charitynavigator.org. 
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For tickets and more information please visit www.catholiccharitiesdov.org.

p r o V i d i N g  h E l p.   C r E a t i N g  h o p E .   S E r V i N g  a l l .

CatholiC CharitiES upComiNg EVENtS

Saturday, March 2, 2019
Michael’s On East, Sarasota

Benefiting Bethesda House of Catholic Charities.

Thursday, February 28, 2019
Venice Community Center, Venice

Benefiting Our Mother’s House of Catholic Charities.

Saturday, February 9, 2019
Hyatt Regency Coconut Point, Bonita Springs
Benefiting Catholic Charities programs and services 

in Lee, Hendry and Glades Counties.

Saturday, March 23, 2019
Ritz-Carlton Beach Resort, Naples
Benefiting Catholic Charities programs 

and services in Collier County.

Friday,  April 5, 2019
Forest Country Club, Fort Myers

Benefitting AFCAAM of Catholic Charities.
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     in honor of________________________________________________________

     in memory of _____________________________________________________

Please send an acknowledgement card in my/our name to:

Name__________________________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________________

City________________________________ State________________ Zip__________________

(Please Print)

The gift amount will not be included.

¨

¨

My gift to Catholic Charities Christmas Appeal is: 

Catholic Charities annually 
serves about 40,000 people 
in need regardless of race, 

nationality or creed.

Did You Know? Friday,  April 5, 2019
Neel Performing Arts Center, Bradenton

Benefiting the Sugar Bowl Fund 
in Sarasota, Manatee and Charlotte Counties.

Saturday, February 23, 2019
Kingsway Country Club, Port Charlotte

Benefiting Catholic Charities programs 
and services in DeSoto County.

Saturday, February 2, 2019
Englewood Elks Club 

Lodge #2378, Englewood
Benefiting New Paradigm 

of Catholic Charities.

Saturday, January 26, 2019
The Westin, Sarasota

Benefiting Catholic Charities 
programs and services 

in Sarasota and 
Manatee Counties.

BOOTS       
BANDANNAS

&

Naples - As part of the year-long 50th anniversary 
celebration of Catholic Charities in Collier County, 
the Judy Sullivan Family Resource Center hosted a 

Family Fun Day for clients in the community. 
About 100 clients and their families attended 

the event and enjoyed a day of laughter and joy. 

The children and their parents participated in games, 
face painting, family portraits, arts and crafts, and were 

provided food and drinks. The highlight of the day 
was a visit from the Collier County Fire Department 
including the mascot  - “Sparky” the fire dog - who 

greeted the children and handed out fire hats. 
Both children and adults climbed on the fire truck 

and took pictures with the firefighters.

“We held this event to commemorate 50 years 
of changing lives in Collier County and to celebrate 

our families,” said Catholic Charities Program 
Director Allegra Belliard. “The children also received 

back packs full of goodies to take home.” 

For more information about the Judy Sullivan Family 
Resource Center, please call 239-793-0059.

F amily  
F un   Day 

www.catholiccharitiesdov.org
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Wish 
 List

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      page 7www.catholiccharitiesdov.org

CEo’S CorNEr
“If we walk in hope, we have joy in our 

hearts. Let us be lights of hope!” 
                  – Pope Francis

Christmastime is a Season of Hope … 
where families, friends and neighbors 
come together to sing Christmas 
carols, break bread, open presents, and 
celebrate the birth of Jesus! What a 
glorious time.

Unfortunately, many who come to Catholic Charities 
struggle during the holidays and beyond.  It is daunting 
that people in our community are hungry, homeless, 
without a job, lonely or sad and suffering.  

On behalf our clients, we invite you to reach out with a 
giving spirit this year and contribute to the 17th Annual 
Catholic Charities Christmas Appeal. Our goal is to raise 
$565,000 for children, families, individuals and seniors 
which allows us the opportunity to provide help, create 
hope and serve all. Catholic Charities provides an array 
of programs and services at locations throughout 
Southwest Florida offering those in need hope to change 
one difficult situation at a time. (See the list on the left 
side of this page.) 

Please consider a gift to the Christmas Appeal. Charity 
Navigator has again awarded Catholic Charities the 
highest 4-star rating for the management of donations. 
Rest assured that your contribution will be used to 
support people in need. Your kind and heartfelt gift will 
allow Catholic Charities to transform lives, bringing hope 
and joy to our clients this Christmas and all year long. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity and continued 
prayers for our work.

May God bless you and the ones you love with peace and 
hope this Christmas.

Gratefully,
Philomena Pereira
Chief Executive Officer

SErViCE loCatioNS 

programS & SErViCES 
Adoption Services

Affordable Housing
After-School Reading Program
After-School Tutoring Program

Casework Services/Needs Assessment
Citizenship Classes

Clothing Bank
Counseling Services

Day Care Center
Disaster Preparedness and Response

Distribution of FEMA Funds
DUI Groups

Early Learning Center
Empowerment Program

English Classes
Farm Worker Housing
Financial Assistance

Food Assistance
Food Pantry

Food Stamps/Medicaid Applications
HIV/AIDS Housing

HIV/AIDS Support Services
Home Buyer Education Classes

Homeless Shelter for Families and Children
Housing Counseling and
Foreclosure Prevention

Human Trafficking Victim Assistance
Immigration Services

Infant/Toddler Supplies
Residential Program for Mothers and Children

Refugee Resettlement Services
Senior Services
Soup Kitchen

Summer Youth Program
Transitional Housing

Tutoring
Veterans Housing

Youth Mentoring Programs

1000 Pinebrook Road • Venice, FL 34285
(941) 488-5581 • (941) 484-9543

www.catholiccharitiesdov.org
www.facebook.com/CatholicCharitiesDioceseOfVenice

www.twitter.com/CC_DOV
www.instagram.com/catholiccharities_dov/

Arcadia (2 locations)
Boca Grande

Bonita Springs
Bradenton
Clewiston

Englewood
Fort Myers (3 locations)

Highlands and Glades Counties

Immokalee (2 locations)
Naples (2 locations)

North Port (2 locations)
Palmetto (2 locations)

Port Charlotte
Sarasota (7 locations)
Venice (3 locations)

Wauchula

BoNita SpriNgS
Positive Youth Development Program 
of Catholic Charities
Call Jose at 239-390-2928
•Book shelves and a rocking chair.
•Markers, glue, color pencils, 
  pencils, composition notebooks and lined paper.

BradENtoN
Immigration Services of Catholic Charities
Call Lucille at 941-876-3164
•Lap top or desk top computer.

fort mYErS
AFCAAM of Catholic Charities After-School 
Reading Program
Call Pam at 239-461-0233
•25 padded mats or rug samples 
  for students to sit 
  on the floor to read.

fort mYErS
Infant and Toddler Supply Program 
of Catholic Charities
Call Alice at 239-334-2234
•Baby diapers and new clothes for newborn to size 5.

fort mYErS 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
of Catholic Charities
Call Alice at 239-334-2234
•One-gallon zip storage bags.
•Shampoo, body wash, body lotion, deodorant, bar 
  soap, tooth paste and tooth brushes, razors, shaving 
  cream and facial tissue. 

fort mYErS 
Senior Support Coordination Program 
of Catholic Charities
Call Alice at 239-334-2234
•Shampoo, body wash, body lotion, deodorant, bar 
  soap, tooth paste and tooth brushes, laundry soap 
  and adult diapers.
•Canned fruit and vegetables, pasta and sauce, peanut 
  butter, cereal, canned tuna and rice.
•Gift cards to the Regal Cinema.
•Birthday cards.

SaraSota
St. Martha’s Early Learning Center of Catholic Charities
Call Jamie at 941-366-1395
•Small blankets.
•Boys’ and girls’ underwear, 
  shirts and pants in size 4.

Bethesda House of Catholic Charities
Call Colleen at 941-366-1886

•Coffee, sugar and creamer.
•Adult backpacks and 
  sleeping bags.
•Men’s underwear in sizes 
  medium and large.

VENiCE
Our Mother’s House of Catholic Charities
Call Joyce at 941-485-6264
•Baby diapers in sizes 5 and 6, pull-ups 
  and baby wipes.
•Laundry detergent and tall garbage bags.

We are always in need of basic items for our Catholic Charities programs and 
services. Your support helps us to provide our clients quality assistance. 

We appreciate any help you can give!

Call 855-840-4483 or Visit www.catholiccharitiesdov.org

Donate your car to 
catholic charities!

Tax Deductible  l  Free Towing  l Easy Process

BoNita SpriNgS aNd fort mYErS - The Positive Youth Development Program of Catholic Charities is looking for 
volunteers to assist elementary school children Mondays through Fridays from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at locations in Bonita 
Springs and in Fort Myers. For more information, please contact Jose at 239-390-2928, ext. 302 or jperez@ccslee.org.

BradENtoN - Catholic Charities, Diocese of Venice, Inc. in Manatee County is looking for volunteers to assist with 
answering phone calls, greeting clients, and maintaining and organizing the office environment on Mondays through 
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Volunteers need to be bilingual in English and Spanish. For more information, please 
contact Joan at 941-355-4680, ext. 311 or jpierse@ccdis1.org.

fort mYErS - The AFCAAM After-School Reading Program is looking for volunteer teacher assistants for kindergarten 
through fifth grade classrooms to help from 2:30 to 5 p.m. The program is also looking for volunteer bus drivers to 
transport the students. For more information, please contact Pam at 239-461-0233 or p.malafronte@afcaam.com.

SaraSota - Bethesda House of Catholic Charities is looking for volunteers to help in the Nutritional Center. 
For more information, please contact Joan at 941-355-4680, ext. 311 or jpierse@ccdis1.org.

Volunteer

VoluNtEEr opportuNitiES hElp makE a diffErENCE



p r o V i d i N g  h E l p.   C r E a t i N g  h o p E .   S E r V i N g  a l l .

Name_______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________

City/State/Zip________________________________________

Phone______________________________________________ 

Email_______________________________________________

¨Will WorkshEETs
¨Mass CarDs

do You haVE a Will?
Without a will that is valid in Florida, you are at the 
mercy of the court system as to how your estate, 
small or large, will be distributed. The State of Florida 
has a rigid set of rules, called the laws of descent and 
distribution, that apply to everyone. 

You need to be certain that your will is valid according 
to the laws of the State of Florida. Only an attorney 
can accurately determine this for you.

Will WorkshEETs from the Good Samaritan Guild 
can help you prepare the information an attorney will 
require in order to help you write a valid will. 
Fill in the coupon and we will mail you a set of our 
Will Worksheets or visit www.ccfdnswfl.org and 
download them.

maSS CardS 
Congratulate, celebrate, or honor a friend or family 
member with the Good Samaritan Guild Mass Cards. 
We will send two free samples of our beautifully 
crafted Good Samaritan Mass Cards that can be used 
for any occasion where a spiritual gift is appropriate.

To learn more about the Catholic 
Charities Foundation, please visit 
www.ccfdnswfl.org.

thE good SamaritaN guild

To receive worksheets and mass cards clip this coupon and 
send to Catholic Charities Foundation, Diocese of Venice, Inc.
at 5824 Bee Ridge Rd., PMB 409, Sarasota, FL 34233-5065

 
FOUNDATION

¨ I have remembered Catholic Charities Foundation
¨ I am considering a bequest in my Will or Trust

A
Spiritual

Gift

Good Samaritan GuildCatholic Charities Foundation

A
Spiritual

Gift

Good Samaritan Guild
Catholic Charities Foundation
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Catholic Charities, Diocese of Venice, Inc. was the recipient of 
three grants that assisted people affected by Hurricane Irma 
and the recent red tide bloom. Funding was awarded from 
the American Red Cross, the Miami Dolphins Foundation, 
and Catholic Charities USA.

Catholic Charities received $510,120 from the American 
Red Cross to provide mental health services for 18 months 
for survivors of Hurricane Irma. Catholic Charities discovered 
survivors experience several factors of stress including loss 
of income, loss or damaged home, complicated recovery 
systems, expectations not met by FEMA or insurance 
companies, and having to wait for long periods of time for 
assistance. Mental health services are available free 
of charge to anyone who was living in Florida during 
Hurricane Irma.  

The Miami Dolphins Foundation awarded Catholic Charities 
a Hurricane Relief Community Building Grant for $25,000 for 
victims of Hurrican Irma. The funds have been used for 

direct assistance of rent, mortgage, utilities and/or deposits 
to those individuals and families still in the recovery process. 

An emergency grant of $10,000 was awarded to 
Catholic Charities from Catholic Charities USA to assist 
people affected by the red tide bloom. Individuals and 
families who were economically impacted by the disaster 
received direct assistance with food, household items, rent, 
mortgage, and utilities to ensure they do not suffer eviction, 
loss of electricity or water, or repossession of a vehicle.

CatholiC CharitiES rECEiVES graNtS to aid diSaStEr SurViVorS


